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Shrove Tuesday Pancake-a-thon  

Tuesday, February 28 

from 5:30 ï 7:00 p.m. 

Westminster Room 

We will have masks, beads, pancake 
flipping contests, and TONS of pancakes 
for everyone to eat.  Come join us as we 
celebrate with all sorts of frivolity before 

Lent begins! 

Church Directory Updates 
If you have not done so already, please take a few mo-

ments to reply to last Friday's email from Lori 
(office@oldfirstchurch.org).  If you did not get the 
email, call the church office to let Lori know.  Updat-
ing everyone's contact information is important! 

 

 

 

111th Annual Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women of Florida Presbytery 

 

The Presbyterian Women of Central District cordially invite you 

to attend the 111th Annual Gathering of Presbyterian Women of 

Florida Presbytery on Saturday, March 18, 2017, at First Presby-

terian Church, 1063 Circle Drive, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32425.  

Registration will begin at 9 a.m. CST with refreshments provided.  

The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. CST.  Donõt forget to bring a 

memorial flower for each member who passed away during 2016. 

 

Tickets for the luncheon, served at noon, are $10 each.  Follow-

ing the luncheon, the meeting will continue until approximately 2 

p.m. CST. 

 

Charlee Taylor will mail one reservation form and one check that 

will cover all of the lunches.  To do that, she needs the names of 

those who will be attending and their payment of $10 for lunch 

no later than February 26.   Checks can be made out to First 

Presbyterian Church.  Please write PW Annual Gathering in the 

memo line.   If child care is needed, please let her know so that 

can be arranged.  Charlee plans to be at church on February 26 

and can take cash or checks for lunch then.  Or, if it is easier, 

you can drop off your money with Lori in the church office.  

Dogwood Acres Youth Conference 

This past weekend there were over 80 partici-

pants at the annual Presbytery retreat for middle 

and high school youth.  The theme òWhere Do 

You Belong?ó was explored in keynote and in 

worship with leadership from our UKirk Tallahas-

see college students including some of our own 

youth advisors: John Daniel Debovoise, Lucas 

Heiker and Paul Anderson.  We had fun doing all 

the Dogwood Acres Classic events ð hiking, line 

dancing, hammocking, playing big games on 

Kelly Field, fishing, crafting and even got in a lit-

tle archery.  And we also unpacked what it might 

mean to offer hospitality to people, find places 

where we feel we belong and how we might 

acknowledge Godõs claim on our lives. 

See the photos on page 3. 
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Pastorõs   Column ōȅ .Ǌŀƴǘ {Φ /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘ 

First Presbyterianôs commitment to environmental stew-
ardship is part of our DNA.  From the solar panels on our 
roof to the Styrofoam ban in our kitchen to the retrofitting 
of the Education Building and sanctuary, we have tried to 
be faithful to God by caring for our little patch of Godôs 
creation.  Perhaps the most obvious (and controversial for 
some) evidence of our environmental stewardship is our 
decision to commit our entire $1.7 million endowment to 
fossil-fuel free investments.  In this we helped lead the 
way for the entire Presbyterian Church (USA).  

The contrast between this congregationôs view of climate 
change and that of President Trump could hardly be more 
striking.  According to the Fossil Free Indexes newsletter, 
on the day of the inauguration, the America First Energy 
Plan appeared on the whitehouse.gov website. The plan 
includes: 

¶ An explicit declaration to eliminate the Obama admin-
istrationôs Climate Action Plan. 

¶ A statement embracing of shale oil and gas. 

¶ A commitment to ñclean coalò. 

However, the plan does not include any references to re-
newable energy. 

Prior to the election, Mr. Trumpôs plan for his first 100 
days provided insight into the priorities of the administra-
tion. To date, he seems to be following the plan as far as 
energy and the environment are concerned. In addition to 
the declarations made on its website, the White House 
has: 

¶ Signed orders to facilitate the continued construction of 
the Keystone and Dakota Access pipelines.[1] 

¶ Signaled several times the intent to withdraw from the 
Paris climate accord.[2] 

¶ Nominated known climate science skeptics and fossil 
fuel industry advocates including Scott Pruitt, Ryan  
Zinke, Rick Perry, and Rex Tillerson to key cabinet po-
sitions. 

¶ Purged all references to climate change from its web-
site. 

¶ Proposed a budget eliminating the Department of Ener-
gyôs Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. 

  
It seems unlikely that Mr. Trump will be able to achieve his 
entire agenda, but itôs certain that Godôs creation is under 
greater threat now that Mr. Trump is in office.  I wish I 
could put this more diplomatically, but Iôm afraid I canôt.  
Addressing climate change requires a global effort.  It is 
more than sad ï itôs shameful that our President is not 
putting ñAmerica firstò in this arena.   
 

 

Lectionary Readings 

February 26,  2017 
Transfiguration of the Lord 

Exodus 24:12-18 

Psalm 2 or 99 

II Peter 1:16-21 

Matthew 17:1-9 

The Society of Saints 
 will meet on Thursday, March 9th, at 11:45 AM, in the 
Oak Room in Westminster Oaks' Parry Center.  We'll 
have lunch together in the Dining Room.  The Reverend 
Greta Reed will lead our study and discussion of 

Lesson 7.  

Dorcas Circle 
 will meet on February 21 at 10:30 a.m. 

at the home of Patsy Kickliter, 4117 Covenant Lane. 
Pat Johnson will be the study leader 

and Virginia Thomas will be the hostess. 

 

Grace Mission Volunteers 
needed from 

8:15-10:15 AM. 

Please let Peggy West 

(pwest11@juno.com) or 

Denise Birch 

(denisebirch@aol.com) 

know if you are 

available to help on:  

 

 
March 11 

May 13 

July 8 

September 9 

November 11 

April 8 

June 10 

 August 12 

     October 14 

     December 9 
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REQUIEM OF DEFIANCE 

A community event to remind us of our humanity and connectedness.  

Presented by the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra,  

Holocaust Education Resource Council,  

Temple Israel, and the Florida A&M University Concert Choir   

Join Us for this Retelling of An Incredible Act of Artistic Resistance   
March 25, 2017  8:00 p.m.  

Ruby Diamond Concert Hall  

Purchase tickets  here  or by calling  850.224.0461. 

During World War II in the Nazi concentration camp at Terezín, an  incredible 

act of resistance  commenced when Jewish prisoners learned and performed 

Giuseppe Verdi's  Requiem Mass . For those who participated  in the perfor-

mances that occurred between 1943 and 1944 --the last of which was for the 

International Red Cross when it came to examine the camp --the work stood 

as a symbol of defiance towards the Nazis.   

Prisoner Rafael Schächter, a pianist and conductor who owned a single score 

of Verdi's  Requiem , taught the singers their individual parts to the 90 -minute 

piece in a small, unlit basement after their grueling workdays were done.   

Despite its Catholic origins, the powerful music of Verdi's  Requiem , especially 

the  Dies Irae  ("Day of wrath, that day the world will dissolve in ashes/What 

trembling there will be, when the judge shall come to examine all things thor-

oughly") provided the prisoners to way to warn their Nazi captors of God's re-

venge.   

On March 25, at  8:00 p.m.  in Ruby Diamond Concert Hall, the Tallahassee 

Symphony Orchestra, joined by the FAMU Concert Choir and other community 

chorus members, will tell the story of Verdi's Requiem  at  Terezín. An opening 

narration by Jack Romberg and Laura Johnson, with powerful visuals from the 

concentration camp, will bring the story to life.    

"Verdi's Requiem put all of us into another world. This was not a world with the 

Nazis. This was our world. [...] We just tried to reach something that's bigger 

than we are ... and let's hope that we are singing to God, and God can't help 

but hear us."   

             -Marianka May, Terezín survivor   

PHOTOS FROM  
DOGWOOD 
ACRES  
RETREAT  
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