
/ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ фΥмр ŀΦƳΦ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΥмлΥпр ŀΦƳΦ   
ммл bƻǊǘƘ !ŘŀƳǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ  ¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΣ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ онолм 

tƘƻƴŜ όурлύ ннн-прлп CŀȄ όурлύ ннн-ннмр 

ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƻŶŎŜϪƻƭŘŬǊǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎ   ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦƻƭŘŬǊǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΦƻǊƎ 

ǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκƻƭŘŬǊǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ     tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ .ƭƻƎΥ  ōǊŀƴǘŎƻǇŜƭŀƴŘΦŎƻƳ 

/I¦w/I hCCL/9 Ih¦w{Υ фΥлл !aτмнΥол ta  !b5 мΥолtaτрΥллtaΣ aƻƴŘŀȅτCǊƛŘŀȅ 

Submit items for publication to:  

newsletter@oldfirstchurch.org 

no later than noon on the Monday of publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

άh {ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗ ά 

! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴπ

ǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ нлΣ нлму ŀǘ фΥмр ŀΦƳΦ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ wƻƻƳ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ  

{ƻƴƎǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ƭŜŘ ōȅ !ƛŘŜ ²ƘƛǘŀƪŜǊΗ 

[ƛƎƘǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ƎƻƻŘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ-ƻŦ-ǘƘŜ-ȅŜŀǊ ǊŜŎŀǇ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ 

/ƻƳŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ /9 tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday we welcomed Al and Darlene 

Oosterhof  by transfer of letter back into 

our church family. 

¢ƘŜ wƻǎƛŎŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
/ŀǊŜ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ¢ŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
9Ǌƛƴ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ /t9 ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ WƛƳ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ϦaǊΦ 
aƻƳΦϦ ²Ŝϥƭƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǝƭƭ 9Ǌƛƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ 

ƘŜƭǇ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ  
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ 
9ǊƛƴΣ WƛƳΣ bƛŎƻƭŀǎ ϧ 9Ƴƛƭƛŀ wƻǎƛŎŀ 

 
 
 
 

 
¢h h¦w /h[[9D9 Dw!5¦!¢9{ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ aƻǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ YŜƭƭȅ !ƴƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ¦CΦ 

 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΣ YƛǊŀ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ƭƭƛŜ {ƴȅŘŜǊ 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ C{¦Φ 

[ƛƭƭƛŀƴ /ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ a{² ŦǊƻƳ 
±ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 

aŜƎ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 9ŎƪŜǊŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In last Sundayôs sermon I mentioned the contrast between the sanctuary of First Church, Tallahassee, and that 

of another congregation in our presbytery.  The sanctuary I mentioned has a large painting on the wall, but oth-

er sanctuaries differ from ours in other ways.  There is a great diversity of architectural styles and decoration 

amongst us Presbyterians.  Some sanctuaries have stained glass windows and thick carpet.  Most have pews.  

Some do not.  All have a Pulpit, a Font, and a Table, but in some you would be challenged to find the font, 

which is tiny and stuck in a corner.  Most have a big Bible, but all too often that is displayed on the Communion 

Table as kind of holy object, not as Scripture to be read from.  Many have an American flag and a Christian flag 

as well. 

Customs vary, and more often than not a piece of furniture or decoration has been given as a memorial to a be-

loved church member.  As a consequence, the leader of worship is loathe to make a change.  (Thatôs the So-and

-So Memorial Cross!  How dare you remove it from the Communion Table!)  

One must be sensitive to these matters, and all congregations tend to resist change.  However, I do wish that 

pastors and sessions would give some thought to what people see when they enter a house of worship.  Why 

would you display a Bible that nobody reads or a cross that clutters the Communion Table so much that there is 

no room for bread and wine?  And why cram the Communion Table so close to the pulpit that itôs impossible for 

the presider of worship to stand behind the Table to face the congregation? 

Another pet peeve is the clutter I encounter in so many sanctuaries.  Too much stuff, too many distractions, too 

much visual busyness.   

I know Iôm both spoiled and prejudiced in these matters.  I am privileged to preside in a space where careful 

thought has gone into every aspect ï from the size and proportion of the Pulpit, Font, and Table, to lack of clut-

ter, to the placement of the organ and choir.  Of course, our sanctuary didnôt always look the way it looks to-

day.  Renovations have, to my mind, made genuine improvements.   

Often visitors to First Church say of our sanctuary, ñItôs so PLAIN!ò  Then they say, ñItôs so beautiful!ò  As Re-
formed Christians, we know that we can worship the triune God anywhere because the whole of creation be-
longs to God.  Still, itôs a blessing to have a worship space that is consistent with the principles of worship in the 
Reformed Tradition.  

 

 

 

Youth Group 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 

6-7:30 p.m. 

End-of-the-year Pool Party 
at Ethanõs House ð 2033 Atascadero Ct. 

RSVP to christy@oldfirstchurch.org 

Pastorõs   Column 
ōȅ .Ǌŀƴǘ {Φ /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘ 

Lectionary Readings 

May 20,  2018 
Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 104:24-35b 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

mailto:christy@oldfirstchurch.org


 

 

Childcare at FPC on Sunday Mornings  

hǳǊ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀũŜŘ ōȅ 

ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ IŜƭǇŜǊǎ !ƎŜƴπ

ŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ 

ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƛƴŦŀƴǘκŎƘƛƭŘ ŬǊǎǘ ŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ /twΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ς 

bƻƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΦ 

aŀƛƴ CƭƻƻǊ bǳǊǎŜǊȅΥ hǳǊ ƴǳǊǎŜǊȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ 

ŘǊƻǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻũ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ фΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘƻǳǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǳǇΣ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ 

ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎŀǊŜΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƻǧƭŜ ƻǊ 

ǎƛǇǇȅ ŎǳǇΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŀǇŜǊǎΦ 5ƛŀǇŜǊ ǿƛǇŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

¢ǿƻ ¸ŜŀǊ hƭŘ /ƭŀǎǎΥ ¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ƻǿƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǳǇǎǘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ǊƻƻƳ олт ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ олр ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊπ

ǎƘƛǇ ƘƻǳǊΦ  

tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎΥ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀƎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛƴ wƻƻƳ олрΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 

ŦƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊƻǘŀǘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊπ

ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘƻǳǊΣ фΥол ς млΥол ŀΦƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ 

IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ IŜƭǇŜǊ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ !ǘ млΥол ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƴŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜƎƛǾŜǊǎ 

ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ ōƭƻŎƪ ǘƻǿƴΣ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǎŜǘΣ 

ƭƛƎƘǘ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳΦ 

/ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŀǎǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƘƻǳǊΦ 

 
 
 
 

±ƛǎƛǘŀǝƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
 
!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǿƻǊπ
ǎƘƛǇΣ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǝƳŜ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜπ
ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ƛƴƧǳǊȅύ ƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳΚ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΚ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ƪƴƻǿ 
ōȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǝƴƎ !ƴƴ 5ŜƭwƻǎǎƛΣ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ ŀǘ ŀŘŜƭǊƻǎǎƛϪŦǎǳΦŜŘǳΦ 

 

 

 

 

Go to 

http://www.dogwoodacres.org/summer-camp/                                         

and see the weeks and availability for our Presbyteryôs 

camp.  Christy Williams and Brant Copeland will be the 

chaplains at the camp from July 8-13, 2018.  Our Middle 

School youth will be attending camp that week as will 

several of our elementary school children.  Join the fun 

and register your child or grandchild this week!  

mailto:adelrossi@fsu.edu
http://www.dogwoodacres.org/summer-camp


Motherõs Day in Church School was full of busy 
play, learning and lots of love! 

  
Motherõs Day in Youth Group 

brought lots of funny activities where Moms and their 
Teens got to know each other better.�� 


