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Next Full 

Ministry Night 

November 12, 2018 from 6-8 p.m. 

Join our Ministry Teams for a light 

supper and then Team meetings.  

Supper is provided – donations accepted.  

Childcare is provided.  

Everyone is invited.  You don’t have to be 

part of a Team currently. 

Come check out a Team and see how they 

assist in the work of the church. 

The Care and Outreach Team will also 

meet on October 8 at 6:00 P.M. 

in the Calvin Room. 

Thank you to all the Friends of First 
Presbyterian Preschool 

who have contributed to the 
recent Back-to-School Friends’ 

Campaign.  The Campaign is still in 
progress and it is not too late to 

add a gift to this important cause.  
You can mail a check to the 

Preschool at 110 N. Adams Street, 
Tallahassee FL 32301, or drop off a 

gift in the church office. 

All Friends’ donations support the 
Belinda Kelly Way Scholarship Fund 

of the Preschool and benefit 
several families with partial 

scholarships for the coming school 
year.  The Scholarship Fund is 

open all year and memorial gifts or 
special gifts can be made to the 
Scholarship Fund at any time.  
Through the years, generous 
Friends of the Preschool have 

helped many, many children attend 
the Preschool and benefit from the 
love and learning that are part of 
the First Presbyterian Preschool 

family.  Thank you to all the 2018 
Friends of First Presbyterian 

Preschool. 

YOU’RE INVITED 

Temple Israel has invited Brant to preach at their Shabbat service on 
October 19th at 6:00 P.M.  They are having a weekend emphasis on 

the plight of refugees.  See the poster below for more information and 
share this with everyone who might be interested. 



Submit items for publication to:  

newsletter@oldfirstchurch.org 

no later than noon on the Monday of publication. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of you might have received an unusual e-
mail last week from a sender purporting to be me.  
The return address had my name and 
“oldfirstchurch” in it, but it was not in fact my e-
mail address.  I’m guessing many of you deleted 
the e-mail right away.  If you did reply to the over-
ture, you would have gotten a message that “I” 
was helping a widow in need of immediate help.  
All you had to do was go to the nearest store, buy 
a $100.00 iTunes card, send “me” the number on 
the card, scratch off the portion of the card that 
hid the security code, and send me that code as 
well.  

If you got that far, the smell of rat should have 
been pretty strong.  The operative key in a situa-
tion like that is the one labeled “delete.”  

I’m pretty sure my actual e-mail account was not 
hacked.  Of course, I have changed passwords and 
taken all the usual precautions.  How my acquisi-
tive alter ego got e-mail addresses for some of you 
is anyone’s guess.  Perhaps Facebook had some-
thing to do with it. Who knows?  

There’s no point in reporting this kind of thing to 
the police.  Pretending to be someone you aren’t 
isn’t a crime in and of itself, I am told.  The crime 
occurs when money or something of value is ac-
quired fraudulently.  I doubt that anyone went out 
and bought an iTunes card and sent the number 
and security code to “Brant.”  Still, it’s a bother do 
deal with that kind of thing.  I’ve done what I can 
to keep it from happening again. 

I’m told by the head of security at Tallahassee Me-
morial Hospital that the hospital’s computer sys-
tem repels several thousand attempts to breach its 
system per day.  Several thousand!  Perhaps it’s 
worth mentioning that you should never click a link 
from a suspicious e-mail, and you should never 
open any file or program unless you are sure it’s 
from a reliable source. 

My real e-mail address is brant@oldfirstchurch.org.  
Drop me a note any time.  If you ask me to send 
you an iTunes card to help a needy widow, I will 
zap your note in a nice Christian way.   

Pastor’s   Column 
by Brant S. Copeland 

Lectionary Readings 

September  30,  2018 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22  
Psalm 124  

James 5:13-20  
Mark 9:38-50  

 

Our nursery and preschool rooms are staffed 

by childcare providers from the Heavenly 

Helpers Agency.  These childcare professionals 

are background checked and trained in infant/

child first aid and CPR.  They are present in 

both rooms from 9:00 a.m. – Noon each Sun-

day. 

Main Floor Nursery: Our nursery is for infants 

and toddlers up to two years old.  Parents can 

drop children off beginning at 9:00 a.m. and 

children will be cared for through the worship 

hour.  There is a sign in sheet for parents to list 

who will be picking their child up, an emergen-

cy phone number and any particular needs the 

child may have while in the church’s care.  

Children should come with a bottle or sippy 

cup, preferred snack and diapers.  Diaper 

wipes and additional snacks are available. 

Preschool Care: Beginning at age two, children 

go to the third floor preschool room.  Drop-off 

begins at 9:00 a.m. and children are cared for 

through the worship hour.  There is a sign in 

sheet for parents.  Snacks are provided. 

mailto:brant@oldfirstchurch.org


 

 

  

Mary and Martha Circle 

has changed their meetings to the second Tuesday of the month. 

The remaining first quarterôs meeting are: 

October 9 

Hostess-Beth Pulliam    Helper-Barbara Edwards    Study Leader-Barbara Busharis 

November 13 

Hostess-Barbara Edwards    Helpers-Barbara Busharis and Debbie Gibson    Study Leader-Carol Weissert 

September 30, 2018    9:15 a.m.  

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  

 

 

Adult Bible Study Class Calvin Room 
(across from the church office) 

The Adult Bible Class will meet this Sunday.  We 
will continue reading and discussing the Book of 
Acts, chapters 8 & 9.  Visitors are always wel-

come!  Please join us in the Calvin Room at 9:15. 

 

 

 

Hearing the Word  Room 205 

This class meets to discuss articles, books, and 

essays of the class members’ choosing that relate 

to faith experiences and serving in the world. 

 
 
 
 

 

Inquirersô Class Westminster Room, 

#208 

This Sunday the Inquirers will wrap up our explo-
ration of the themes of social and racial justice by 
examining their roles in both our community’s leg-
acy of discrimination and terror and our responses 
as a community of faith. To facilitate this discus-
sion we will be viewing Equal Justice Initiative 
founder Bryan Stevenson’s 2012 TED talk “We 

Need To Talk About An Injustice.” 

Youth Group  

September 30, 2018 

6-7:30 p.m. @ Fellowship Presbyterian 

We will continue our exploration of hearing God 
in our lives and how we might practice the skill 

of listening. 

 
PRAYER MINISTRY 

 
 
Did you know...We have two separate prayer ministries, and invite 
you to participate in either, or both. You are not limited to asking for 
prayers for yourself, but when the prayer requests involves another 
individual, please get permission from the person concerned before 
submitting his or her name. 

To have a prayer concern read aloud during worship, you can call the 
office during the week (850-222-4504), speak to Brant before wor-
ship, or speak directly to the person who will be reading prayer con-
cerns on any given Sunday — just look for the person holding a clip-
board. You can ask for the concern to be shared just once, or it can 
repeat from week to week as long as it is needed.  

In addition to the weekly prayer list, we have a separate prayer 
chain that responds privately to specific needs at any time. Debbie 
Gibson (gibsond1207@gmail.com) coordinates this ministry. You are 
invited to contact Debbie whenever there is a specific need and de-
sire for prayer. It might be for someone who is anticipating surgery or 
recovering from illness; it might be for someone preparing for a job 
interview; it might be thanksgiving for the birth of a child or 
an anniversary; it could be that you're simply going through a tough 
time. Once Debbie knows of a need, it will be relayed to the prayer 
chain for the volunteers in that ministry to hold up the specific con-
cerns or celebrations in prayer for as long as is needed.  

A request for the prayer chain can also be read aloud in worship, but 
we'll only add it to the Sunday morning list if you let us know that's 

what you want. 

mailto:gibsond1207@gmail.com


-ÉÄ-7ÅÅË !ÄÕÌÔ %ÎÒÉÃÈÍÅÎÔ  - 'ÕÎ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȡ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙÓȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ Ψάȟ ÁÎÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ Ωȟ ΨΦΧή 

ΫȡΪΫ ÐȢÍȢ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ- άȡΩΦ ÐȢÍȢ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÂÅÇÉÎÓ 

Ȱ!Ó 0ÒÅÓÂÙÔÅÒÉÁÎÓȟ ×Å ËÎÏ× 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ "ÕÔ ÐÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉǣȤ
ÃÕÌÔ ÉÎ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅØ ÁÓ ÏÕÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÁÃÏÐÈÏÎÙ ÏÆ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÃÁÎ ÄÒÏ×Î ÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ 2ÅÁÌ ÁÎØÉÅÔÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÒÅǨÅØÉÖÅ ÉÄÅÏÌÏÇÙȢ 4ÈÅÎȟ ÔÏÏ ÏÆÔÅÎȟ ÓÌÏÇÁÎÓ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÇÉÖÅ ÓÔÅÁÄÙ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÁÌÙÓÉÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ ÐÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇɂÏÕÒ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅÓȢ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ËÁÉÒÏÓ ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄȢ "ÕÔ ǢÒÓÔ 
×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÌÌȢȱ 

5ÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅȟ 'ÕÎ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȡ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ 6ÁÌÕÅÓȟ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 0#53! ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ ÖÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȢ 

Sept 26: SMART: A conversation about kids, safety and guns. Beth DuMond, local SMART trainer, will be with us to explore our own person-

al response to take steps for safety. This training and conversation will be helpful to everyone but especially directed to those with children 

or grandchildren in their lives. Beth will also share her reasons for getting involved in SMART training and the other ways people of faith can 

respond to gun violence. 

October 3: Local conversations and responses to gun violence. John Dailey, local county commissioner, will share with us what discussions 

have been had in regard to safety in our city and county. 

$ÉÎÎÅÒ ÉÓ ÃÁÔÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ,ÉÖÅÌÙ #ÁÆï ÁÔ Á ÃÏÓÔ ÏÆ ΓάȢΫΦ ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȠ ΓΧΫ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÃÁÐȠ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ΧΨ ÁÒÅ ÆÒÅÅȢ  )Æ 

ÙÏÕ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÎÏ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÎÏÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȢ 

9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÒÅÇÉÓÔÅÒ ÕÓÉÎÇ  ÏÕÒ 3ÉÇÎ-5Ð 'ÅÎÉÕÓ  ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÉÎË 

ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾ×××ȢÓÉÇÎÕÐÇÅÎÉÕÓȢÃÏÍȾÇÏȾΧΦ#Φ%ΪΫ!#!άΨΩ!Ψ&Ϊί-ÓÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ Ȣ 

Dogwood Acres Retreat – Sept 28-30 

Directions to the camp, packing lists and cabin 

assignments will be e-mailed to those who have 

registered for the retreat this week.  

There will now be a service project included in our 

weekend plans. Those who would like to help build 

the new Sling-shot-range platform should bring 

work gloves.  If you have a favorite drill, bring it 

too but supplies and tools will be provided. 

Weekend suddenly open up? 

Contact Christy and I will see if I can make 

arrangements for you in a cabin! 

ñGather Us Inò Luncheon 

Sunday, October 7, 2018 

Immediately following worship! 

This free lunch is our season of stewardship’s 

kick-off and a time for everyone to eat and greet 

their care and action team members. 

Mark your calendar and 

plan to join this fellowship event. 

Compassionate Community: 

Montreat College Conference 2019 

January 2-5, 2019 

Speaker: Eboo Patel, author of the book, 

Acts of Faith and executive director of the 

Interfaith Youth Core, a Chicago based 

international nonprofit dedicated to building 

the interfaith youth movement. 

Cost: $200 includes registration, 

transportation, housing and food while at 

Montreat. 

Interested? 
Contact christy@oldfirstchurch.org 

for one of our limited spaces. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E45ACA623A2F49-september
mailto:christy@oldfirstchurch.org


First Presbyterian Church Calendar for September 2018 

Date  Time  Event  Location  Comments  

Sunday Schedule    9:00 A.M. Nursery Opens Education Building 
Care for children last through the  

worship hour 

  10:45 A.M. Lord's Day Service Sanctuary All are welcome 

Wednesdays 7:30 P.M. Choir Practice  FPC Choir Room The Adult Choir meets each Wednesday 

Wednesday, 26th 5:45 P.M. Midweek Program 
Westminster 

Room 
'ÕÎ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅȡ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ 6ÁÌÕÅÓ 

September  

28th - 30th 
 Family Retreat Dogwood Acres 

Join Us In A Thin Space @ Dogwood Acres 

Visit oldfirstchurch.org for brochure 

Looking Forward to October 2018 

Wednesday, October 3rd -- Midweek Program 5:45 P.M. 

Sunday, October 7th --“Gather Us In” Luncheon/ Extended Communion  

October 8th - 11th -- Montreat Conference 

Wednesday, October 17th -- Midweek Program 5:45 P.M. 

Sunday, October 21st -- Ordination & Installation of Elders / Session Meeting 

Wednesday, October 24th -- Mid-week Program 

http://www.oldfirstchurch.org/docs/Brochures/Brochure_for_DWA_family_retreat_9-2018-FINAL.pdf

