
 

 

SERVICE FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
First Presbyterian Church 

Tallahassee, Florida 

April 18, 2025, 6:00 PM 



 

 

 GATHERING  

*Call to Worship  Ethan Murphy 

*Call to Confession 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken us? 

We cry by day, but you do not answer;  

and by night, but find no rest.  

Yet in you our ancestors trusted. 

They trusted you and you delivered them. 

So we praise you among the great congregation,  

telling all of our siblings of God’s deliverance.  

All the ends of the earth shall remember 

and return to the Lord. 

Dominion belongs to the Lord, 

and God rules over the nations. 

Let us worship God.  

*Prayer of Confession 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

our betrayal, denial, and violence 

paved the way to your cross. 

We know it is preposterous, 

in light of our cruelty, 

to ask anything of you, 

in light of your pain; 

but we pray earnestly: 

Have mercy on us, 

for we cannot bear the weight of our sin. 

Save us in your unfathomable love. 

*Assurance of Pardon 

*Hymn 218 Ah, Holy Jesus HERZLIEBSTER JESU 

*Asterisks indicate to please rise in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold print. 

As we come to worship, we acknowledge that the land on which we are meeting is the traditional and ancestral home-

land of the Apalachee, Miccosukee, Seminole, and Black Seminole peoples. The people who called this beautiful land 

home for millennia were decimated, forcibly removed, and coerced from their homes. We the church recognize, re-

member, and are challenged by the stewardship of these indigenous peoples and their land. We acknowledge that the 

building in which we worship was built on the backs of enslaved peoples and funded by the sweat of their brows. We 

also acknowledge that until the mid-20th century we excluded people based on race. We repent of our complicity in 

the harm done to our siblings in the human family. We see our wrongs. We remember their place in our story, and we 

commit to shape our worship and service to reflect God’s dream for a world where all members of the human family 

live together in justice and peace. 

Land Acknowledgement 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God.  



 

 

Hymn 225, v. 1 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle FORTUNATUS NEW 

… “Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

First Reading John 18:1–11   

… Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Second Reading John 18:12–24  Barbara Busharis 

Prayer for Illumination  Beth Pulliam 

 PROCLAIMING  

… Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

Third Reading John 18:25–38a  Carla Connors 

… Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

Fourth Reading John 18:38b–19:16a  Miriam Gurniak 

… “What I have written I have written.” 

Fifth Reading John 19:16b–22  Don Winstead 

… Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Sixth Reading John 19:23–30  Mary Hodges 

Seventh Reading John 19:31–42  Tim Hoekman 

Hymn 225, v. 2   

Hymn 225, v. 3   

Hymn 225, v. 4   

Hymn 225, v. 5   

Voluntary Meditation on Pange lingua (Sing, my tongue) Michael Burkhardt 

Anthem O Sacred Head, Now Wounded David Hurd 

O sacred head, sore wounded, 

Defiled and put to scorn: 

O kingly head, surrounded 

With mocking crown of thorn; 

What sorrow mars thy grandeur? 

Can death thy bloom deflow’r? 

O countenance whose splendor 

The hosts of heav’n adore! 

Thy beauty, long desired, 

Hath vanished from our sight: 

Thy pow’r is all expired, 

And quenched the light of light. 

Ah me! for whom thou diest, 

Hide not so far thy grace: 

Show me, O Love most highest, 

The brightness of Thy face. 

In Thy most bitter passion 

My heart to share doth cry. 

With Thee for my salvation 

Upon the cross to die. 

Ah, keep my heart thus moved 

To stand thy cross beneath, 

To mourn thee, well–beloved, 

Yet thank Thee for Thy death. 

Remain in the sanctuary as long as you wish. Depart in silence. 



 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

110 North Adams Street 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

E-mail: office@oldfirstchurch.org 

Phone: (850) 222-4504 

Fax: (850) 222-2215 

www.facebook.com/oldfirstchurch 

Website: www.oldfirstchurch.org 

Designated Pastor ............................  Rev. Glenn Hodges 

Parish Associate .............................. Rev. Dr. Greta Reed 

Organist ............................................  Elizabeth LaJeunesse 

Choir Director ............................................. Ethan Murphy 

Financial Administrator ................................. Fran Owens 

Custodian and Sunday Host ...................... Becky Brown 

MEMBERS OF SESSION 2025–27 

Check-in 

Let us know 

you came to 

Worship today 

Give Online 

Online Offerings 

& Donations 

QR Codes 

Class of 2025 

Donna Barber 

Carolyn Bradley 

Debbie Gibson 

Patrick Kennedy 

Sue Safford 

Class of 2026 

Jane Atkinson 

Daniel Bruno 

Eleanor Cleveland 

Janet Fixel 

Greg Riccardi, Clerk 

Class of 2027 

Kay Crowell 

Jon Dodrill 

Caitlin James 

Mary Kutter 

Deb Whisnant 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Join us on Easter Sunday: Easter breakfast and egg hunt, Sunday, April 20, at 9:30 AM; Easter Service of Communion 

at 11 AM. 
 

Children are welcome in this service as full members of God’s family. Parents and children are invited to use whatever 

is useful in the basket by the back door. Child care for children under the age of kindergarten is in the Education 

Building. Please note that during worship the Education Building is locked. Please enter through the breezeway door. 
 

Restrooms are located in this building through the door at the end of each aisle of the sanctuary. 
 

An induction loop system is available in the sanctuary. To use the system, switch your compatible hearing aid to the 

T–telephone mode or request a wireless headset from an usher. 
 

Large print versions of the Glory to God hymnal and worship bulletin are available from ushers. 
 

Visitors: We are glad you are here with us. If you have questions about our congregation or about church membership, 

please let us know by using the friendship registers or speaking to one of the greeters so we can connect you with the 

right people.  

IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations — We offer prayers for healing for Cole (grandson of Rich Peyton), Alan 

Williams, Martha Kutter, Sandy Burkholder, Wayne Friedemann, Morris Springer, Patricia Yeilding, Cindy Harden, Carol 

Lou Phillips, Joyce Crawford, Bev Breedlove, Tara Reynolds, Sandra Sherrard, and Martha Snowden. We offer prayers 

for strength and mercy for the family and friends of Carol Lou Phillips, who died this week, Evanna (Wayne 

Friedemann’s sister), Patricia McCoy Delancey, Thaddeus Gillon, and Aidan (grandson of Sue Safford). We pray for the 

staff and volunteers of Second Harvest of the Big Bend and all our mission partners, and for victims of gun violence in 

our community and our country. We pray for the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Cuba, Pastor Izett Samá 

Hernández, and Pastor Alison Infante. We pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, Ukraine, and around the world. We also pray 

for those in military service, including Brian Guisao, Ross Yeilding, David DelRossi, and Owen Elzie.  
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Ah, Holy Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

218

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Johann Heermann, 1630; trans. Robert Seymour Bridges, 1899, alt.
MUSIC: Johann Crüger, 1640

HERZLIEBSTER JESU
11.11.11.5

This beautiful English paraphrase of a German meditation on Christ’s Passion bears testimony to the
unobtrusive poetic skill and musical sensitivity of a future Poet Laureate of England. The associated chorale
is no less carefully crafted and rewards singing in parts.

6/25/13
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Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle
JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

225

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, 6th cent.; trans. John Mason Neale, 1851, alt.
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1967
Music © 1967 Concordia Publishing House

FORTUNATUS NEW
8.7.8.7.8.7

This enduring and profound meditation on the mystery of the cross was written in Latin in the 6th century,
translated into English in the 19th century, and revised in the 21st century. It is set here to a simple, dignified,
and sturdy melody created for it in the 20th century. 

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

225-sing my tongue-717.mus, Page 1
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